February 10th, 2019 –5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Arthur Grady

What was Peter expecting when he let Jesus commandeer his boat as a pulpit?
He had already met and heard Jesus and had even invited him to dine in his
home where he saw Jesus heal his mother-in-law. Then the preaching carpenter
said he wanted to preach from his boat. Why not? The guys had already lost
the night in fruitless toil. When the inlander from Nazareth suggested that Peter head
out for the deep, it must have seemed unrealistic and at least a little odd. It is one
thing to build and furnish a house or even restore people to health, but professionals
have their specialties and there was nothing to recommend Jesus as an expert in
the realm of fishing. Nevertheless, Peter was nothing if not daring. Why not
let the preacher learn about his limits?
This was only the first time that Jesus turned the tables on Peter. Little did
Peter know that when he said, “At your command, I will lower the nets,” he
was paraphrasing Jesus’ mother who told the angel Gabriel, “May it be done
to me according to your word.” Mary could have warned Peter that when you
give God an inch, you have no idea where you will end up. We know the story. Peter
and his companions were overwhelmed at the catch. It was more than they could
handle — physically or psychologically. Seeing what he could not understand, Peter
reacted with fear. He fell before Jesus as he would before a ruler and respectfully
asked him to let him be.
Most of us can sympathize with Peter. We have learned to live with moderate
expectations. We know how to handle an occasional long, hard, unsuccessful
work project. And besides, good preaching is a great boon and we would all be
willing to lend someone our boat in order to hear it. But when the preacher
who promises good news makes incredible things actually happen, when going
against good sense and proven practice turns out to be more successful than
anything we have ever tried, the possibilities seem absolutely terrifying. It is
unrealistic, but our small faith and tiny hopes are unexpectedly challenged.
Peter quickly assessed the situation. He saw that Jesus was offering more
than he could handle. He knew intuitively that if he stayed with Jesus, nothing
would ever be the same. So in typical fashion, he tried to wiggle out of the situation.
He didn’t run, but he asked Jesus to go away Peter’s first attempt to tell Jesus what to
do came in the form of his explanation that he was too sinful for Jesus to work with.
The fishing story was but a symbol of Peter’s underestimation of Jesus’ purpose and
power, not to mention his love. Jesus was not about to leave, nor was he going to let
the fishermen get away too easily. Making a pun that probably lightened the tension,
Jesus ignored Peter’s protest about being too sinful and told him and his friends that
instead of catching fish, they would now be taking people captive. It was an
offer they would not refuse.

Prayer Requests
SAVE THE DATES!!

Lenten Series
Join Deacon Jim Hackett
during Lent as he uses Bishop
Robert Barron's series on
“The Mass” to gain a greater
understanding of the
Mass. Sessions begin on
Saturday, March 9th and end
on Saturday, April 6th. Each
session starts at 10:00 am
and will be approximately 90
minutes long.

**Please take note**
Confessions will be heard
in the chapel, on the 4th
Sunday of each month,
after Mass at 11:45

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Hank Albee
Mary Cancel
Hugh Donohue
Andrea Eriksen
Baldera
Janice Eckloff
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Hubert Godwin
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Nancy Huff
Tony Innocenti
Gert Klingmann

Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl
Richard Mastriano
Randy McCuller
Denyse McGovern
Mike McGovern
Enrique Paula
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Sunday we have the Rosary at
9:55 am in the chapel.
Everyone is welcome to join us.
The 2018 contribution
statements are available
in the church office.
If anyone wants them to be
mailed to them, please call
the church office and speak
with Geri.

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.
THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare altar for Mass),
Lector/Readers, and Altar Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at
252-249-2404

Valentine
Lobster Dinner

Sunday February 17th,
2 pm.
Fresh Lobster (1.5+ lb.)
from Maine, or Fresh
Salmon.

St. Peter the Fisherman Church is
in need of a substitute piano player
for Mass on 2/17, 3/3 and Palm
Sunday 4/14.
Please call Lynn Speas at
252 249 2591.

Feast of St. Blaise – Last Sunday

Sides are baked potato, corn, baked beans.
Steamed clams are available. BYO beer or
wine. $33.00 per person – lobster
$20.00 per person – salmon
We offer take out- cooked or not.

PRIME TIME ANNOUNCEMENT
February 12
2:00—4:00 pm
MAKING IT WORK—Technology 101
Join this session to learn what technology
is available and what resources can assist
older adults and caregivers to live
independently. It’s not all about computers!

Oriental United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
404 Freemason Street
Oriental, NC
Please call Debora Steenson at
252.675.0909 to register
Second Collection
This Sunday is for our Capital Improvement
Fund which is used to maintain and improve
our physical plant.

GOSPEL MUSIC
Enjoy gospel music? If so, the Oriental
Free Will Baptist Church is hosting a free
concert of gospel music featuring “The Four
in Christ Quartet” on Sunday, February
23rd at 6:00 pm. All are welcomed.

Offertory last Sunday - $3,504.

Any changes to your address,
email or telephone please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for
February 10, 2019
Isaiah 6: 1-2a, 3-8
Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are now available
in the Church vestibule on
the literature rack as well as
in the Church Office.
Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to
NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during
office hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

