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May 3, 2020 – 4th Sunday in Easter

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Sheep were domesticated in Palestine some eight thousand years ago. In biblical times, 
shepherds would lead their sheep out to graze by day and bring them by night to a 
communal enclosure or sheepfold, the entrance to which was guarded by a gatekeeper. 
Shepherds knew their sheep and their sheep knew them. Thieves would have to scale 
the wall of the enclosure and watch for the chance to get away with a few of the sheep. 
The loss of even a few sheep was a deeply personal loss for the shepherd and the 
shepherd’s family. Furthermore, the personal relationship between sheep and shepherd 
made theft a traumatizing experience for the sheep. Little wonder that the biblical 
tradition is replete with ovine images. In John 10, Jesus directs a parabolic image of 
sheep and shepherds and thieves to the religious authorities of the previous chapter. 
They fail to understand, mainly because they are hostile and choose not to understand. 
While they claim to shepherd God’s people, they do not even know them and have no 
capacity to lead them. Jesus is, by contrast, both shepherd and gate for the sheep: such 
are his identity claims. The former claim becomes explicit later in the chapter when he 
states, “I am the good shepherd.” It follows his twice repeated claim, “I am the gate”. 
The “I am” in these claims echoes God’s self-revelation to Moses in the burning bush. 
Jesus contrasts the access he provides as “the gate” with the unauthorized access 
gained by others “who have come before” him, namely the religious authorities. They 
gain access to the sheepfold on false pretences and lead God’s flock into pastures that 
fail to satisfy.  In Psalm 23, God is the shepherd of Israel who leads the people into 
nourishing pastures and restores life to the depths of their nephesh or being. Nephesh 
is the Hebrew word used in Genesis 2 for the life that God breathes into all beings. 
God leads the people in the way of justice or righteousness. Psalm 118 sings of God’s 
gate through which the just or righteous will enter and give thanks. As the gate to the 
little sheepfold, Jesus is the way into safety and the way out to life-restoring pastures. 
In other words, he is the gate to abundant life. As shepherd, he monitors the movement 
of the sheep so that they are not tempted to stray along the paths of unrighteousness 
and destruction. Finally, Jesus makes a claim about his mission: “I have come that they 
(the sheep) may have life and have it abundantly”. This has a particular resonance at a 
time when so many lives are threatened by Coronavirus and when life has changed 
dramatically for the whole Earth community. Abundant life for all is our deepest desire 
and we must search to discover what that means in uncharted territory. As usual, the 
gospel text is multilayered. The images pulsate with life and energy. They invite to 
vigilance on the one hand and hope on the other. They offer yet another way of 
celebrating Easter.  
Reflection on the Gospel- Easter 4A (John 10:1-10) -Veronica Lawson RSM 

Readings for March 1
Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 (22A)

Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17
Romans 5:12-19 or 5: 12, 17-19

Matthew 4:1-11

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in 
the Church vestibule on the 
literature rack and the 
Church Office. Please follow 
the instructions found with 
the cards.



Mass is available through these links
Word of Fire:
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/

Dioceses of Raleigh:
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/news/online-
spiritual-resources

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP 
Follows Sunday Mass. Join 
in for a few minutes of 
group prayer for those 
needing God’s intercession.

Visiting Church
All parishioners must have a 
security FOB in order to enter 
the Church. The doors are no 
longer be unlocked on Sundays 
& Tuesdays for the time being.
There is no distribution of 
Holy Communion yet.

The Church Office is
closed. Voicemail & emails
will be addressed by Geri at 
home during regular office 
hours (Tues, Wed & Fri , 10:00 
AM - 2:00 PM).

Donations
If you wish to donate, please 
mail to the church address.
Mail is being picked up and 
processed.

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name or 
the name of a family member added to the list, 
please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed from 
the bulletin list, it will be placed on the prayer 
list located in the Chapel.

Prayer Requests
Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces        
and our allies who work daily to 

keep us free and those who have returned 
either broken of mind or body in your weekly 
prayers.
 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners, 
relatives and friends in your prayers 
throughout this week.
Paul Banks  
Wolfgang Monica
Bischoff
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel 
Ashley Cody
Sheila Flaherty 
Dru Foster
Karen Halloway 
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada 
Tony Innocenti 
Nancy Norris

George Pawlikowski 
Janine Peterson
Larry Richardson
Peggy Richards 
Pamela & Robert Ross 
Michael Sharkey 
Buddy Street
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab 
John Valassis
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward  
Georgia Mae Webb 
Lorraine Weeks

Readings for 4nd Sunday in 
Easter, May 3rd

First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 

2:14a,36-41
Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-6
Second Reading
1 Peter 2:20b-25
Gospel Reading

John 10:1-10

Please pray for Wolfgang & Monica Bischoff, 
they both have the c virus and are at their 
daugther’s home in New Jersey.
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