February 3, 2019 –4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

William Klotz

A number of years ago, I was invited to translate for a U.S. diocesan delegation
visiting their sister diocese in Bolivia. At one point, I was helping a reporter interview
members of a youth group about their hopes and plans. After we finished, Kevin, the
reporter said to me, “I have never heard anything like this!” Perplexed, I asked what he was
talking about. He said, “I kept asking these kids what they wanted to do in the future, and
each one started out saying something like, ‘My people need health care, so I want to be a
doctor,’ or, ‘My people need education, so I want to prepare to teach in the university.’ I
have never heard college students in the U.S. explain their plans in relation to the needs of
our people.”
Today’s readings start out with Jeremiah’s rendition of his own call to be a prophet — an
incident in which he learned something new about God, about himself and about God’s
ideas for how he would spend the rest of his life.
When God said, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you,” Jeremiah realized
that he was hearing from the Creator of the universe, the One who formed humanity
in the divine image. That introduction revealed to Jeremiah that God was as close to
him as his own mother and loving and powerful enough to fashion him for what he
could become. This revelation also informed Jeremiah that everything God had done
for him was not simply for himself and not only for his own people but for the sake of
all the nations.
Surely, Jeremiah was a role model for Jesus. Jesus’ baptismal experience of God’s call
assured him of God’s love and joy in who he was. When it came time for Jesus to
delineate the specific aims of his mission, he explained that God had called him to
something broader than prophecy. Jesus knew that he was called to be and proclaim
good news for everyone labeled as outcast.
Both Jeremiah and Jesus were headed for trouble precisely because God had set their
sights on a panorama much wider and a faithfulness much deeper than their contemporaries
wanted to consider. Jeremiah would go on to be persecuted by being put in the stocks in the
Temple, thrown into a cistern to die of starvation, and exiled to Egypt. Jesus must have
been aware of that as he explained to his hometown what he was called to do.
These readings bring us to ask ourselves why we call ourselves Christians. Are we in this
to benefit ourselves and our native place? If so, we will eventually be motivated to join
with the people of Nazareth who wanted to get rid of Jesus and his inconvenient, seemingly
no-win approach to religion. But if we believe we are called to be reflections of the God
who created everyone in the divine image, we will follow Jeremiah and Jesus in lives
consecrated to the good of the whole world.

Prayer Requests
SAVE THE DATES!!

Lenten Series
Join Deacon Jim Hackett
during Lent as he uses Bishop
Robert Barron's series on
“The Mass” to gain a greater
understanding of the
Mass. Sessions begin on
Saturday, March 9th and end
on Saturday, April 6th. Each
session starts at 10:00 am
and will be approximately 90
minutes long.

**Please take note**
Confessions will be heard
in the chapel, on the 4th
Sunday of each month,
after Mass at 11:45

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Hank Albee
Mary Cancel
Hugh Donohue
Andrea Eriksen
Baldera
Janice Eckloff
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Hubert Godwin
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Nancy Huff
Tony Innocenti
Gert Klingmann

Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl
Richard Mastriano
Randy McCuller
Denyse McGovern
Mike McGovern
Enrique Paula
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Sunday we have the Rosary at
9:55 am in the chapel.
Everyone is welcome to join us.
The 2018 contribution
statements are available
in the church office.
If anyone wants them to be
mailed to them, please call
the church office and speak
with Geri.

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.
THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare altar for Mass),
Lector/Readers, and Altar Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at
252-249-2404

Valentine
Lobster Dinner
Sunday February 17th,
2 pm.
Fresh Lobster (1.5+ lb.)
from Maine, or Fresh
Salmon.
Sides are baked potato, corn, baked beans.
Steamed clams are available. BYO beer or
wine. $33.00 per person – lobster
$20.00 per person – salmon
th

LAST Day to Order is Feb 6
Pay no later than Feb 8th, cash preferred.
Checks made out to CASH.
We offer take out- cooked or not.

St. Peter the Fisherman Church is
in need of a substitute piano player
for Mass on 2/17, 3/3 and Palm
Sunday 4/14.
Please call Lynn Speas at
252 249 2591.

The first Wednesday is our
Food Truck
This Wednesday Feb 6th

The FOOD TRUCK Arrives
Table set up at 8:30 am
Food sorting at 9:30 am
Please Come and help!

PRIME TIME ANNOUNCEMENT
February 12
2:00—4:00 pm
MAKING IT WORK—Technology 101
Join this session to learn what technology
is available and what resources can assist
older adults and caregivers to live
independently. It’s not all about computers!

Oriental United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
404 Freemason Street
Oriental, NC
Please call Debora Steenson at
252.675.0909 to register

GOSPEL MUSIC
Enjoy gospel music? If so, the Oriental
Free Will Baptist Church is hosting a free
concert of gospel music featuring “The Four
in Christ Quartet” on Sunday, February
23rd at 6:00 pm. All are welcomed.

This is First
Sunday, please
donate any nonperishable goods
for the Food
Pantry in the
Food Basket.
Monetary donations are also
welcomed.
Thank You!
Offertory last Sunday - $1,055.
Second Collection - $ 229

Any changes to your address,
email or telephone please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for
February 3, 2019
Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,
15-17
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13
Luke 4:21-30

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are now available
in the Church vestibule on
the literature rack as well as
in the Church Office.
Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to
NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during
office hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

