April 7, 2019 – 5th Sunday of Lent
MASS INTENTIONS

Mary Alice Harmon
Flowers for Al Boudreault from Mary Boudreault
Today’s Gospel story of the woman accused of adultery is one of two Christian
Scripture accounts of a throng involved in a lynching. (Not counting the crowd
that cried: “Crucify him!”) It should come as no surprise that in the Christian
story, this apparently guilty woman was forgiven, and the Acts of the Apostles
tells us that the innocent Stephen was stoned by the crowd. What are we to learn
from the story of the offi cious rabble that dragged the accused adulteress into
the middle of a circle to call on Jesus to act as a judge? The whole scene was a
setup designed to put both of them on trial. The woman was exposed in public,
accused by the requisite number of witnesses, and surrounded by a hostile
public. Although the crowd had already reached their verdict, the leaders
attempted to force Jesus into the dilemma of disregarding either the law or
mercy.
Jesus stole their thunder by interrogating the accusers. Which of them
kept the law perfectly? The same law that said that an adulteress should be
stoned demanded the same punishment for a rebellious child. When was the last
time parents in this crowd had taken their inebriated son to the city gates to be
executed?
What did Jesus accomplish by inviting the morally perfect to cast the first
stone? Instead of picking up rocks, Jesus aimed at getting the crowd to come
to their senses. The truth of the matter was that their vengeance would harm
them as much as the woman in question. They were sustaining a social world in
which forgiveness would be as rare as absolute innocence and were therefore
condemning themselves to being defi ned forever by their worst thoughts, words
and deeds.
St. Augustine comments that at the end of this story, only two were left:
misery and mercy. That may summarize not just this incident but the whole of
the Christian Scriptures. Humanity has developed a particular expertise at
creating misery. As country singers put it, we look for love in all the wrong
places. Whether the accused woman was seeking affection or pleasure, or
desperately selling her body for the sake of survival, her behavior was not
designed to bring her satisfaction; she was involved in a fruitless quest. Like
mansions built on sand, relationships that preclude commitment too often wound
or maim the people involved as they fall apart. Deep down, she probably already
knew that. All Jesus needed to offer her was mercy: “Neither do I condemn
you.” It was as if he told her: “Go, create something new.”

Prayer Requests
Rosary for the Unborn
Will be prayed on the First
Sunday of the month at 9:55
before Mass in the chapel.
This is the First Sunday of
the month, Rosary will be
for the Unborn.

Come join us,
everyone is welcome.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be held
during Lent at St. Peter the
Fisherman on Tuesdays at 10:00
AM before mass.
St. Thomas Episcopal Church is
also having Stations of the Cross
at noon every Friday April
12th. All are welcome.
Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a loved one,
to celebrate a birthday, anniversary,
baptism, or any special occasion or church
feast. Donations and the occasion will be
noted in the bulletin and post in the lobby.
Please contact the office 249-3687.

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.

**Please take note**
Confessions will be heard in the
chapel, on the 4th Sunday of
each month, after Mass at 11:45

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Mary Cancel
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Hubert Godwin
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Lorraine Weeks
Jason LeBrun

Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl
Donna Mannion
Mike McGovern
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Lillian Solby
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb

Prayer list changes. If you wish to have
your name or the name of a family member
added to the list, please e-mail or call
249-3687, Geri in the parish office.
When a name is removed from the bulletin
prayer list, it will be placed on the prayer
list located in the Chapel. Please help us
keep our list current by letting us know
when a person’s status changes.

Divine Mercy Radio now has a large
AM (540-AM) station covering 90%
of the parishes in Eastern North
Carolina. Tune in to hear great
Catholic programming, as well as
traditional prayers and devotions.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
Please join Deacon Jim Hackett in
participating in Oriental’s Ecumenical Easter
Sunrise Service.
The service begins at 6:15 am on Easter
Sunday at Lou-Mac Park.
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE:
Wednesday April 10 – Church Office hours are
10 - 12:00
There will be a PARISH COUNCIL meeting at
Peggy Richards
7 pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

The parish needs a pianist for
th
Mass April 14 Palm Sunday.
Please contact our music director,
Lynn Speas, at 252-249-2591 if you or
someone you know is available to play.

ORIENTAL BOAT SHOW
Volunteers are needed to help direct
parking at the Oriental Boat Show, April
12-14. This is a great fund raiser for our
parish.
Commitment is just for two hours.
Sign-up sheets are at the back of the
church. Questions? Contact: Steve
Tornatore at tornatoresj@embarqmail.com
or 252-267-1631.

Fifth Sunday Breakfast Pancake ManDon DeWire

PROPERTY DONATIONS
Please do not donate items to the church without first
checking if the church needs or has the space for the item
you wish to donate. Advise Geri in the church office of
the item to be donated. She will contact the appropriate
parish committee to see if the item is needed.
There will not be an Easter Egg Hunt after
church Easter Sunday as I will be away.
If someone would like to run it this
year they can contact Michelle Bissette at 2490152.

Santa celebrated her birthday on Sunday

Offertory last Sunday - $1,332.

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for
April 7, 2019
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Philippians 3:8-14
John 8:1-11

Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to
NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during
office hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

