August 23, 2020 – 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

8-23 Sunday & 8-25 Tuesday
Dan O’Neill

Peter's experience with Jesus slowly taught him the Gospel meaning of binding
and loosing. That came from the realization that that seventy-times-seven keys to
the kingdom of heaven open the doors of forgiveness.
Peter slowly learned that binding and loosing are not opposites, but stages
interspersed along the way. Binding and loosing, unlike legalists' narrow
precision, is exemplified by Jesus' Sermon on the Mount, which fulfills the broad
intent of the Law. Peter learned to be poor in spirit rather than to pretend
infallibility.
That brings Peter into synch with St. Paul, and especially with today's selection
from Romans. In this letter, Paul struggled with the pain he felt at Jews' rejection
of Jesus, and yet he refused to believe that God would forsake this people.
Finally, rather than pretend to understand, Paul began to sing the praises of
God's wisdom and knowledge, God's wonderful and unfathomable ways. He let
God be God.
The earliest Christian communities under the leadership of Peter and Paul had
the grace-filled advantage of knowing they had a great deal to learn. Jesus had
promised much, but the communities knew their weakness, beginning with the
fact that one of their primary leaders had denied knowing Jesus and the other had
led the persecution of Christians. Those résumés don't outline perfection, but they
apparently have plenty of room for Christian sanctity, an always-in-need-ofconversion brand of holiness that surpasses the sanctimonious attitudes of
righteous perfectionists.
The one thing that Peter — and eventually Paul — got really right was the
proclamation that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God. Because he let
God be God, Peter slowly learned how to handle the keys of forgiveness and how
to spread the Gospel Jesus proclaimed by binding people to hope and loosing
them from past failure.
Today's liturgy reminds us that Christianity demands lots of practice. Humbly
accepting that we won't ever do it perfectly, we slowly learn to balance humility
and evangelical audacity.
Perhaps binding and loosing are summarized by saying that only God is God;
the rest of us are just called to be forgivers.
St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone

Prayer Requests
Catholic Charities at Work
Dominican Sr. Donna
Markham*, president and
CEO of Catholic Charities
USA, said that nationally
during the last four months
Catholic Charities has
distributed $400 million in
emergency aid to people in
need because of the
pandemic. That's on top of
its usual assistance, which
totals $5 billion a year, she
said.
Our food pantry, Fishes
and Loaves is but a small
part of this great work.
Although small in
comparison to the whole, it
is Huge here in Pamlico
County and to the people it
serves. A very important
charity during this trying
times.

Low Gluten Hosts
are available.
Please let an usher or the
sacristan know before
mass.

Due to concerns of Corona
Virus, we are making Missals
available to our members at
St. Peters. If you would like,
you may take home one
Missal per family. Feel free
to put your name &
information in your Missal,
then bring it to Mass with
you each week.
The Liturgy Committee

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces
and our allies who work daily
to keep us free and those who have returned
either broken of mind or body in your weekly
prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Joshua Bonner
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel
Madalene Delgado

Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Nancy Norris
George Pawlikowski

Janine Peterson
James Richardson
Larry Richardson
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert Ross
Michael Sharkey
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab
John Valassis
Dennis Vagnone
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name or
the name of a family member added to the list,
please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed from
the bulletin list, it will be placed on the prayer
list located in the Chapel.

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in the Church
vestibule on the literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.
Bishops Annual Appeal 2020
There is still time to donate to this year’s
appeal. If you have not done so please
consider supporting this annual appeal.
Donations/Pledges can be made on line at:
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/parishstewardship/bishops-annual-appeal

REGIONAL PRAYER GATHERING
The members of the One in the Spirit
Prayer Group of Saint Paul Catholic
Church in New Bern invite you to a
Regional Prayer Meeting. We need to
gather to pray for our Country, our State,
our county and especially our towns. We
will be observing all Covid-19 protocols
that are in place on that day. The meeting
will be held on Saturday, August 29 at
Saint Paul (3005 Country Club Road),
and will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the
Family Life Center. Please join us in
fellowship to praise the Lord and His
goodness and be uplifted by each other!

Mass
Please wear a mask (that covers
your nose and mouth) and
remember to sit 6 feet apart.
Communion will be brought to
you.
For those who want to start
Sunday Rosary
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.

Come join us, everyone is welcome.

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a loved one,
to celebrate a birthday, anniversary,
baptism, or any special occasion or church
feast. Donations and the occasion will be
noted in the bulletin and posted in lobby.

Contact the office 249-3687.

Advance Care Planning series
Write Your Own Obituary Session
via Zoom has been rescheduled for
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 at
2:00pm.
We will send out a “Zoom Room”
Invite closer to the event.
If you would still like to sign up for
this Zoom session on September 9th
please call Geri during office hours
at 249-3687.
WHEN we are able to ever gather
again this event will be presented
again “in person” for those who are
not interested in the online option.
MaryLou Infinito, Facilitator
We collect aluminum cans to recycle.
This money goes to the upkeep of our
cemetery. Leave cans in the kitchen in
the can marked “Aluminum Cans”
Offertory Baskets will be placed in
back of the church for our collections.
Offerings
Regular Collection
Shrine donations

$1,206.00
7.00

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

August 23, 2020
Isaiah 22:19-23
Psalm 138
Romans 11:33-36
Matthew 16:13-20

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

