August 18, 2019 – 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Robert Reilly
FLOWERS

There is a sense of urgency in today’s gospel. Jesus feels
constrained or under stress until the “fire” he has come to cast on the
earth is kindled and the baptism of fire that John the Baptist
foreshadowed in 3:16 takes effect. Elsewhere in Luke’s writing, fire
is associated with judgement (3:9, 17; 9:17; 17:29), and with the
presence of the Holy Spirit (3:16), especially in the Lukan story of
Pentecost (Acts 2:3) where “tongues as of fire” appear and rest on all
those assembled in the upper room. Fire is a sign of the end times
when the Spirit of prophecy descends on all God’s people (Acts
2:18-19). Those who have experienced the effect of the all too
frequent bush fires in Australia or the wild fires of California can
appreciate the power of this image. Climate change is undoubtedly
increasing the risk of destructive fires. Drier conditions wither plant
life that then becomes fuel for the fires. Fire can take all before it. It
can also bring the most astonishing new life in its wake.
Linked with the image of fire is that of water: Jesus has a
“baptism with which to be baptized”. Once more, a sense of urgency
is expressed as the power of water is evoked. Like fire, water has
power to destroy and power to save. Fire and water become
metaphors for the hard won gospel path to peace. Jesus seems to be
contradicting so much of what he has stood for to this point. At his
birth, he is presented as the bringer of peace (Luke 1:79 and 2:14).
He tells the hospitable woman of 7:50 and the faith-filled woman of
8:48 to “go in peace”. He instructs his disciples to bring peace to the
families they visit (10:5-6). He refuses to be a divider (12:13-14).
And now he declares that he has come not to bring peace but
division. His hearers can expect members of families to be divided
one against another. How can this be?
The Lukan Jesus is almost certainly describing the status quo
rather than prescribing what ought to prevail.
Continued on next page

Prayer Requests

Continued from front…
In other words, by the time Luke
is writing, it is clear that some
have accepted the gospel way of
peace and justice and
compassion and others within
the same families have not.
Acceptance of the gospel and of
Jesus as the Christ or Messiah
would have involved a
monumental shift for Jews on
the one hand and for adherents
of the diverse philosophies or
faiths of the Roman world on
the other. Today’s families of
mixed faith might be able to get
inside this experience and to
understand the suffering
involved when a family member
makes a life choice that other
members of the family find hard
to accept. This is not an easy
text to understand or even to
accept. We need to struggle with
its ambiguity.

Reflection by
Veronica Lawson RSM

Confessions are heard in the
chapel, the fourth Sunday,
after Mass at 11:45
PLEASE NOTE Aluminum
cans are being collected
again for the cemetery fund.
Bring them on…

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body
in your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Bette Brown
Mary Cancel
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Anita Godwin
Hubert Godwin
Karen Halloway
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Jason LeBrun

Harry Levin
Peggy Richard
Larry Richardson
George Pawlikowski
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Rebecca Shannahan
Michael Sharkey
Shirley Staab
Dennis Vagnone
Nicholas Ward
George Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name
or the name of a family member added to
the list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed
from the bulletin list, will be placed on the
prayer list located in the Chapel.

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP
Follows Sunday Mass. Join in for a few
minutes of group prayer for those
needing God’s intersession.
THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the altar
before Mass), Ushers, and Altar
Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at 252249-2404.

PLEASE note change
in Church office hours week of August 18th
Tuesday, August 20 from 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM;
Wednesday, August 21 from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM;
Friday, August 23 from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM.
ISAAC Social Ministries project
To, Members of St. Peter the Fishermen Parish
I want to thank everyone who participated in
this project. This was a 3 part project, to pray for
Isaac, to build a deck and collect funds for the
family.
The deck went up on schedule, we built a
20x28 deck in 6 half days. We had many
volunteers every day and I think all of the
workers enjoyed doing the construction.
I was totally amazed at the monetary
collection. We collected $9,345 during the 3
weeks. The cost of the deck was $3,345. We
ended up giving Jesse Rodriguez $6,000. This
was spectacular.
The third part of the project was to pray for
Isaac. I hope everyone continues to keep Isaac in
their prayers. Isaac is still at St. Jude’s and
hopefully will be coming home soon.
This project was very successful. You all
should feel very good for what we did to help a
family in our area. What was really great about
this project was we were able to see the success
especially with the appearance of Jesse and the 2
boys at Mass. Jesse was truly moved with us
presenting him a check. It was very obvious with
his very moving thank you.
Thanks for your support,
Bill Miles,
Social Ministries

Photo of Rodriguez family L to R
Isaiah (Isaac’s twin brother) father Jesse
and son Micah.
Missing is mother Lynette, Kylee,
Makenzie and Isaac.
With the deck finished, Bill Miles presented
Jesse with check for $6,000 which was left
over from money raised by St Peters
parishioners

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the
sacristan know before mass.

Second Collection this week is
for our Parishioner’s Emergency
Fund
Offertory Collection
Sunday collection $ 1641
Capital Improvement Fund $ 340

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for August 18
Jer 38: 4-6, 8-10
Ps 40: 2, 3, 4, 18
Heb 12: 1-4
LK 12: 49-53

Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC
Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the
lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office
hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

