August 16, 2020 – 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Justa and Mary are unique personalities in the Gospels. While many
people moved Jesus to compassion, these two women opened his mind
to new possibilities. In John 6, when Jesus asked Philip where to find
bread for the crowd, the author quickly explained that Jesus already
knew what he was going to do. But there is no such pretext when Jesus
produced wine after telling his mother, "My hour has not yet come."
An honest reading of Justa's story depicts the second woman who
influenced Jesus to change his plan and welcome the faith of
foreigners.
The passage from Isaiah chosen to comment on this Gospel makes a
similar point. Isaiah tells the Israelites who have come back from exile
that salvation is not limited to their nation alone. The people who see
themselves as belonging to God must understand that God's house is a
place for all people. Later, Isaiah (66:21) tells his people that foreigners
can be priests just like Israelites.
Why did Matthew tell us this story? First, the story illustrates the
kind of faith Jesus sought. Justa believed that Jesus not only could, but
should respond to her need — gender and nationality aside.
Additionally, the story depicts Jesus adjusting his plan because a
woman led him to see something differently.
In our day, the document produced by the Amazon synod calls the
church to be as open as Jesus was. That meeting called the church to
"synodality," a way of moving forward in harmony by listening to
God's call together. They said this includes paying special attention to
the laity and favoring the participation of women, including the
possibility of ordaining them to the diaconate.
We might look at today's Gospel as the prototype of the synod on
the Amazon and the future of the church. Behold! God may be calling
the church to a newly open mind.
St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone

Prayer Requests

Low Gluten Hosts
are available.
Please let an usher or the
sacristan know before
mass.

We can’t ignore the fact that in
the four Gospels the only times
we see Jesus obviously change
his mind come in response to
request by women: from this
Canaanite woman and from his
mother during the wedding
celebration at Cana. Perhaps the
Gospel writers recorded this one
because it showed just how true
Jesus was to his option for the
marginalized – even to the point
of allowing women to teach him.
Who’s to say that this experience
didn’t give him the fodder for the
story of the good Samaritan, the
one who took are of an enemy in
need?
All three of today’s reading
call us to move beyond our
preconceptions and prejudices.
Isaiah says that if Israel is true to
her vocation, unexpected people
will come and even minister in
the temple. Paul grapples with the
grace of the Gospel’s unexpected
attractiveness to pagans and its
rejection by God’s people. Jesus
learns that when his vision needs
broadening, God will send the
most unexpected, even
disrespected teachers.
Whether we are learning with
Jesus or challenging boundaries
with the Canaanite woman, the
Gospel calls us to question what
are often considered legitimate
limitations. As individuals and as
church, we must become attentive
to the myriad of people and
events God puts in our path in
hope of changing our minds.
Sister Mary M. McGlone

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces
and our allies who work daily
to keep us free and those who have returned
either broken of mind or body in your weekly
prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Joshua Bonner
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel
Madalene Delgado

Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Elizabeth Mesaros
Nancy Norris
George Pawlikowski

Janine Peterson
James Richardson
Larry Richardson
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert Ross
Michael Sharkey
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab
John Valassis
Dennis Vagnone
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name or
the name of a family member added to the list,
please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed from
the bulletin list, it will be placed on the prayer
list located in the Chapel.

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in the Church
vestibule on the literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.
Bishops Annual Appeal 2020
There is still time to donate to this year’s
appeal. If you have not done so please
consider supporting this annual appeal.
Donations/Pledges can be made on line at:
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/parishstewardship/bishops-annual-appeal

Office Hours for the week of August 17:
REGIONAL PRAYER GATHERING
The members of the One in the Spirit
Prayer Group of Saint Paul Catholic
Church in New Bern invite you to a
Regional Prayer Meeting. We need to
gather to pray for our Country, our State,
our county and especially our towns. We
will be observing all Covid-19 protocols
that are in place on that day. The meeting
will be held on Saturday, August 29 at
Saint Paul (3005 Country Club Road),
and will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the
Family Life Center. Please join us in
fellowship to praise the Lord and His
goodness and be uplifted by each other!

Mass
Please wear a mask (that covers
your nose and mouth) and
remember to sit 6 feet apart.
Communion will be brought to
you.
For those who want to start
Sunday Rosary
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.

Come join us, everyone is welcome.

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a loved one,
to celebrate a birthday, anniversary,
baptism, or any special occasion or church
feast. Donations and the occasion will be
noted in the bulletin and posted in lobby.

Contact the office 249-3687.

Tuesday, August 18
Wednesday, August 19
Friday, August 18

* Parish Council

10:00 AM 2:00 PM
10:00 AM 12:00 PM *
10:00 AM 2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Due to concerns of Corona Virus, we
are making Missals available to our
members at St. Peters. If you would
like, you may take home one Missal
per family. Feel free to put your
name & information in your Missal,
then bring it to Mass with you each
week.
The Liturgy Committee

We collect aluminum cans to recycle.
This money goes to the upkeep of our
cemetery. Leave cans in the kitchen in
the can marked “Aluminum Cans”
Offertory Baskets will be placed in
back of the church for our collections.
Offerings
Regular Collection
$2,353.00
Capital Improvements
501.00

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

August 16, 2020
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7
Psalm 67
Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
Matthew 15:21-28

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

