July 12, 2020 – Fiftheenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Cyndy Paessler
FLOWERS

Cyndy Paessler by Sheila & Shawn Dougherty

The theme of the futility of trying to do good is as old as
storytelling and usually rings truer than the assurance that the
heroes in white hats always win. The best dramas, and even the
best comedies, engage us in ambiguity; they portray the struggle to
discern and practice genuine goodness in the midst of confusing
and competing circumstances and philosophies.
Today's first reading assures us that, whether or not we see it,
God's grace is at work in our world. Jesus elaborates on this in the
parable of the sower, telling us not to worry about what seems to be
wasted, but to concentrate on the seed in good ground.
If we take that as a Pollyanna approach to life, we're missing
Jesus' message. On the one hand, as we will hear more clearly in
next week's Gospel, our ideas about how things should go are not
necessarily the same as God's ideas. Plants that don't grow as we
think they ought may become the seeds of transformation in a fardistant field. As Pope Francis so famously reminds us, "Who are
we to judge?"
Secondly, if we choose to concentrate on what goes wrong,
we'll miss the 30-, 60- and 100-fold that is proliferating all around
us.
Real life is more ambiguous than the teenagers of "West Side
Story" could understand. Not all of our projects will come to
fruition as we hope, but neither are we ruled by fate. We believe
that the story of the universe is one of transformation, not
inevitable tragedy. That implies surprises. We never know when an
unexpected seed will fall near and produce something very good.
St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone

Prayer Requests
Mass Intention for
Tuesday, July 14,
John Moran

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who
work daily to keep us free
and those who have returned either broken
of mind or body in your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Mass on Sunday &
Tuesday
will be held inside
at 10:30 am
Please wear a *mask and
remember to sit 6 feet
apart or TWO chairs.
Communion will be
brought to you.
*Mask should cover both
nose and mouth.

For those who want to start
Sunday Rosary

9:55 before Mass in the
chapel.

Come join us, everyone is
welcome.

Low Gluten Hosts
are available.
Please let an usher or the
sacristan know before
mass.

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in the
Church vestibule on the literature
rack and the Church Office.
Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.

Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel
Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter
Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Nancy Norris
George Pawlikowski
Janine Peterson

James Richardson
Larry Richardson
Pamela Ross
Robert Ross
Michael Sharkey
Buddy Street
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab
John Valassis
Dennis Vagnone
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your
name or the name of a family member
added to the list, please e-mail or call
249-3687, Geri in the parish office.
Names removed from the bulletin list, it
will be placed on the prayer list located
in the Chapel.

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a loved
one, to celebrate a birthday,
anniversary, baptism, or any special
occasion or church feast. Donations
and the occasion will be noted in the
bulletin and posted in lobby. Contact
the office 249-3687.

Continued from previous column:
She died almost 40 years ago, but
Dorothy Day, a candidate for
sainthood, is still making an impact.
This year both a book and a
documentary drew attention to the life
of the Catholic woman who cofounded he Catholic Worker Movement, the Catholic
Worker newspaper and the first of a series of
emergency shelters for the poorest of the poor of the
Depression-ravaged streets of New York City.
"Revolution of the Heart" was released to public
television stations in March and has already exceeded
1,000 broadcasts nationwide, according a USCCB
release. The film won the Religion Communicators
Council 2020 Wilbur Award for best documentary.
The book "Dorothy Day: Dissenting Voice of the
American Century" by John Loughery and Blythe
Randolph was published by Simon & Schuster earlier
this year. The new full-length biography explores the
life of Day, who was received into the Catholic Church
in 1928 at age 30.
Day, even prior to helping start the Catholic
Worker, had led a varied life. Carolyn Zablotny, editor
of the Dorothy Day Guild's newsletter, linked Day's
time to the present because Day served as a nurse
during the flu pandemic of 1918-19.
Upon establishing the Catholic Worker in 1934,
Day found a place not only for her pacifist views, but
also for direct action to aid the poor and workers. Day
would become an activist and gadfly to the rich and
powerful, and she remains a paradox for many
Catholics 40 years after her death in 1980.
Day's involvement in protests, peace marches and
picketing between 1917 and her last arrest in 1975,
became a source of scandal and embarrassment to
church leaders in her home New York Archdiocese.
Owing however to the success of Day's shelters and
soup kitchens, especially during the Depression years,
church leaders were loath to crack down on her efforts.
The authors suggest some naivete on Day's part
regarding her insistence on total pacifism, and her
turning a blind eye to some of the worst abuses of.

communism. Nonetheless they extol her faith
as unflinching effort to "live" the Beatitudes,
knowing full well that hardship, suffering,
rejection and loneliness would test her resolve
every step of the way.
The story of Day's struggle takes on
increased relevance since March 2000 when
the Vatican announced the case for her
beatification, perhaps ultimately leading to her
being named a saint.

Church Office hours for the week of July 13
Tuesday July 14 10:00 - 2:00
Wednesday July 15 10:00 - 12:00
Friday July 17 10:00 - 2:00
Wednesday July 15 - Parish Council
meeting at 7:00 PM
We collect aluminum cans to recycle. This
money goes to the upkeep of our cemetery.
Leave cans in the kitchen in the can marked
“Aluminum Cans”
Thank you for your support of our cemetery.

Second collection this Sunday is for
the Capital Improvement Fund.
Offertory Baskets will be placed in back
of the church for both collections.
Offerings for last week

Regular collection

$ 4114.00

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for July 12
Isaiah 55:10-11
Psalm 65
Romans 8:18-23
Matthew 13:1-23

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

