May 12, 2019, 4th Sunday of Easter
MASS INTENTIONS

Celso Mercado

The Fourth Sunday of Easter always celebrates Christ as the Good
Shepherd. This year, our readings focus more on the sheep than on the
shepherd. In spite of the comforting image of Christ as Shepherd,
today’s Scriptures indicate that hearing the voice of the shepherd
requires discernment, and that his followers can expect to receive the
same treatment as he did.
The Jews who heard Paul faced a difficult dilemma: How could
they discern if the new teaching they were hearing was of God?
Perhaps their problem was what Pope Francis calls the “unruly freedom
of the word, which accomplishes what it wills in ways that surpass our
calculations and ways of thinking” (Evangelii Gaudium #22). The
message Paul preached called for openness to the new. It called for
metanoia, the conversion that reorients lives. Metanoia always starts
with confusion: the uncomfortable feeling that my truth may not be
completely right. For the Jews who rejected Paul, it may have seemed
easier to reject a new insight than to discern whether it was of God. In
order to allow our religious convictions to grow, we must be convinced
that God is bigger than our theology or spirituality. As Francis said in
his letter to the U.S. bishops in January 2019,“At times of great
confusion and uncertainty, we need ... to free our hearts of
compromises and false certainties, in order to hear what the Lord asks
of us.”
This week’s readings remind us that following the Good Shepherd
is often neither easy nor clear. The history of Israel and the early church
remind us that God continually calls us to newness, to that which is
greater than our expectations. Francis warns us that we must hold
lightly to our certainties if we desire to hear the voice of the Shepherd
today. The one thing of which we can be sure is that the Shepherd is
always trying to lead us beyond where we are into greater, broader,
deeper love — and that will often be unruly, confusing and new.

Prayer Requests
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Are there times you wonder
why relationships are so
difficult? The
Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend
helps married couples to
communicate in all areas of their
relationship. Get your marriage
on the right path by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend on June 21-23, 2019, at
St. Michael the Archangel
Catholic Church in Cary, NC.
This June weekend is a nonresidential weekend, meaning
that couples will return to their
homes at night.
Early
sign
up
is
recommended.
For
more
information and to apply, visit
our
website
at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.
org or
contact
us
at applications@NCMarriageDis
covery.org or 704-315-2144.

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a
loved one, to celebrate a birthday,
anniversary, baptism, or any
special occasion or church feast.
Donations and the occasion will
be noted in the bulletin and post
in the lobby. Please contact the
office 249-3687.

**Please take note**
Confessions will be heard in the
chapel, on the 4th Sunday of
each month, after Mass at 11:45

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Mary Cancel
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Hubert Godwin
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl

Mike McGovern
George Pawlikowski
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Lillian Solby
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Liz Valassis
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name
or the name of a family member added to
the list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. When a name is
removed from the bulletin prayer list, it will
be placed on the prayer list located in the
Chapel

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan know
before mass.

This Sunday Rosary
For the Unborn
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.
Come join us,
everyone is welcome.

Please remember the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal.
If you haven’t considered a pledge yet,
please give it some thought. It funds many
needed programs in the diocese.

Parish Council Meeting CHANGE

Crowning of Mary by the Jones family,
Matthew, Gabriel and Natasha

Volunteers Needed
We have several openings for heading up
parish committees.
Faith Formation, Kitchen Guild and our Parish
History all need someone to put some time in
and help. No experience needed, and you will
help our parish to continue to function well. If
you need more info before considering to help,
please call Ray Ruppert 249-1162, he will
guide you through what is entailed with any
one of these. Thank you

Great News! Cindy and Walt Johnson have
graciously volunteered to do the Aluminum
Cans Only Recycling. The revenue goes to
the Cemetery to pay for lawn mowing from
March to October. Thank you.
Give it some thought…
We are in need of a few more Acolytes and
Sacristans for Mass.
Please see Marg DeWire or call 249-1135.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP
Follows Sunday Mass. Join in for a few minutes
of group prayer for those needing God’s
intersession.

Due to scheduling conflicts, the
Parish Council’s May meeting will
be held after Mass on
Sunday, May 19th .
Topics will include:
the Parish Plan for 2019-2020 and an
Usher’s Manual.
All are invited to attend.

Ed Yodlowski & Beth Michne
updated our planters at the
cemetery entrance. Thank you
The second collection this Sunday
is for Capital Improvement.

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for May 12
Acts 13:14, 43-52
Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5
Revelation 7:9, 14b-17
John 10:27-30

Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to
NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during
office hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

