February 23, 2020 – Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Cyndy Paessler
FLOWERS

For Cyndy Paessler by Sheila & Shawn Dougherty

Turn the other cheek to a bully; give all you have to those who don't need
it; walk the extra mile by submitting to callous, unjust law enforcement. They
assure the dominance of the strong and the subservience of the weak. That
makes them applicable across the centuries and in just about every culture
as the tenets of tyrants.
Try a little experiment. A backhanded blow delivers more insult than injury.
You would never backhand a superior, or even an equal. The very act of
doing it is a proclamation of supremacy — usually accompanied by an
expectation of impunity.
The person who turns the other cheek throws the bully off guard by
negating the insult. The person who turns the other cheek proclaims, "I am
more than you think I am." People who turn the other cheek are asserting
their own dignity and subversively challenging despots to become more
human.
Jesus' other two examples get their meaning from historical context.
Going to law over a tunic refers to a situation of extreme poverty in which a
pauper needs to borrow and has only his coat to offer as collateral. Exodus
22:25 demands that the lender return the coat at night because it is also the
pauper's blanket. But if the lender thinks the borrower is taking advantage of
the situation to avoid paying his debts, he can arrange a trial to teach the
poor a lesson and keep the cloak.
The borrower's only recourse is prophetic action: stripping himself in
public to demonstrate how legalism denudes poor people of every protection.
The "extra mile" depicts the real comic scene. Jesus' audience knew that
Roman soldiers could force someone to carry their packs for precisely 1 mile
and no more. When the carrier went further, the astounded soldier, suddenly
in danger of being charged with brutality or worse, had to chase after the
cheerful carrier, begging for the return of his burden. What a silly comedown
for the pompous!
Continued on next page………

Prayer Requests
continued from front……

Leviticus said, "Be holy."
Jesus said, "Be perfect as your
heavenly Father is perfect."
Jesus portrayed this "perfection"
as the creative power to
transform situations of injustice.
He must have had to think and
pray a long time to come up with
these examples. We need to do
the same.
The Gospel of nonviolent
resistance is very serious — and
humorous to boot. This Gospel
calls us to cherish our
adversaries more than we
cherish our grudges. We do that
through the intimately related
activities of not letting anyone
get away with denigrating
others, and creating alternatives
that express reverence for the
dignity of everybody involved.
We need long thought and
prayer to become creative,
transformative, holy images of
our God.
With luck, we'll have lots of
fun along the way!

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces
and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and those who have returned
either broken of mind or body in your weekly
prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel
Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Betty Mesaros

John Moran
Nancy Norris
Larry Richardson
George Pawlikowski
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert Ross
Michael Sharkey
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name or
the name of a family member added to the list,
please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed from
the bulletin list, it will be placed on the prayer
list located in the Chapel.

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.
Altar Flowers

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP

Follows Sunday Mass. Join
in for a few minutes of
group prayer for those
needing God’s intercession.

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the altar
before Mass), Ushers, and
Altar Servers. Please call Carol
Glorioso at 252 249-2404

We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a loved one,
to celebrate a birthday, anniversary,
baptism, or any special occasion or
church feast. Donations and the occasion
will be noted in the bulletin and posted
in lobby. Contact the office 249-3687.

Next Session of
Advanced Care Planning Series

13th Annual St. Patrick
Corn Beef & Cabbage Dinner

St. Peter the Fisherman WEDNESDAY at
2:00 pm March 11th.

Saturday March 14th at 6 pm

Being a Health Care Power of Attorney
WHAT does THAT mean?

Cost will be $20 per person
and $15 for take out.

A free series

For REGISTRATION:
Call - Geri LaBreck - (252) 249-3687

Please sign up in the lobby,
we will need your help.
Date
3/1
3/8
3/15

3/22
They’reeee back! The Chapliks’
Welcome back Phyllis & Bill
We collect aluminum cans to
recycle. This money goes to the
upkeep of our cemetery. Leave
cans in the kitchen in the can
marked “Aluminum Cans”
Thank you for your continued
support of our cemetery.
Sunday Rosary
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.

Come join us, everyone is welcome.

3/29

Mass Intentions for March 2020
Intention
Requested By
Mary Grodeski
The Bessette, Gody
& Brown families
Walter Mesaros
Ray & Kathy
Ruppert
Thomas &
Anne Moeller
Winifred Nunan,
Thomas Nunan, Jr
& James Nunan
Virginia Soha
Robert & Michele
Soha
Fr. Paul Mizener

Rotary Club of Oriental is having their annual-ish
Chicken BBQ dinner at St. Peter the Fisherman
Church on Saturday, February 29 from 5-7pm. Tickets
are $10.00 ea. and include 1/2 a barbecued chicken,
homemade slaw, baked beans, a roll and dessert.
Tickets are available at Nautical Wheelers, First
Citizens Bank andCollections
Village Hardware,
as well as at the
Last Sunday
door.
Offertory $ 2,429.

–

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for February 23
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
Psalm 103
1 Corinthians 3:16-23
Matthew 5:38-48
MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

