December 8, 2019 – Second Sunday of Advent
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The first targets of John's wrath were the Sadducees and Pharisees, folks
who were traditionally enemies of one another. The Sadducees, aristocrats
who held high positions in the priesthood and had incomes to match, saw
John as an abomination. They were fundamentalists, accepting only the
teaching of the Torah, the first five books of the Bible, and insisting on
Temple worship. The Pharisees, theological liberals, interpreted the
Scriptures and promoted the study and worship that could happen in
synagogues. They promoted something like a priesthood of the faithful.
Their exclusionary attitudes were the main thing the two groups had in
common. They saw themselves as special and righteously looked down on
others. While they took pride that their lineage and religiosity put them on the
right side, John fulminated: "Don't count on it! These rocks have done as
much as you have to act like Abraham's children."
As we hear about John today, we might try to imagine ourselves among
the crowds. With whom would you identify? Are you with the conservatives
who think they know God's truth and are clear and strict in its moral
demands? Are you with the politically correct liberals who strive to be pure,
adjusting moral demands to the times, all the while enjoying the certainty that
comes from ongoing in-group prayer and reflection?
Representatives of the least respected people probably won't be reading
this article. The ones who would have been John's ardent followers are out
begging on the streets or protesting climate change; they may be marching for
LBGTQ rights, starting alternative farms or vegan restaurants, joining
volunteer groups, or doing something else that make Sadducees and Pharisees
alike shake their heads. Most of us have a foot in more than one group.
John appears in our liturgy today proclaiming that Advent is a wake-up
call. Like it or not, we can't ignore his message.
Today's Scriptures force us into a choice: Either we confess that we're part
of the problem and take the plunge to work for a really different future, or we
hang on in the style of the Sadducees or Pharisees. The biggest warning is
that if we ignore John and his crowd, we're not likely to recognize where
Christ is working today.
Mary M. McGlone is a Sister of St. Joseph

Prayer Requests
The Advent liturgy
invites us into a season of
expectation with a sober,
even shocking, reminder
that God’s Plan is not
going to be imposed or
realized without our
cooperation and
participation. Advent is an
active not a passive
season. A better future and
spiritual progress toward
the Beloved Community
are assured but can be
postponed by blind
indifference and willful
negligence made all the
more tragic by the clear
and direct appeals to
change course. History
and future generations will
be our judge.
Greta Thunberg has
been called an alarmist. So
was Noah. So were all the
prophets. Something is
coming. Advent offers us a
vision of hope. Now is the
time to prepare, to listen
and to act with courage
and faith.

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who
work daily to keep us free and for those
who have returned either broken of mind
or body in your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Bette Brown
Mary Cancel
Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter
Hagerman
Elizabeth Hebert
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin

John Moran
Donna Mannion
Richard Mastriano
Larry Richardson
George Pawlikowski
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert
Ross
Tony Scozzafava
Michael Sharkey
Shirley Staab
Sigrid & Jack Walker
Nicholas Ward
George Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your
name or the name of a family member
added to the list, please e-mail or call
249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names
removed from the bulletin list, it will be
placed on the prayer list located in the
Chapel.

Altar Flowers

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP
Follows Sunday Mass. Join
in for a few minutes of
group prayer for those
needing God’s intersession.

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the alter
before Mass), Ushers and
Alter Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso
at 252-249-2404

We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a
loved one, to celebrate a birthday,
anniversary, baptism, or any
special occasion or church feast.
Donations and the occasion will be
noted in the bulletin and posted in
lobby. Contact the office 2493687.

We would like to give a big Thank You
to everyone: the bakers, the wrappers,
the sellers and the buyers for making our
Gourmet Bake Sale another great
success.
When all was said and done we made
$1,314. You have “all” outdone
yourselves once again.
Have a blessed Christmas Season.
Room At The Inn of the is in need of
$25 gift cards for Target and Walmart
for use as
Christmas gifts for the mothers in the
program.
Cards can be mailed to: PO Box 13936,
Greensboro, NC 27415
Thank you for helping to make room at
the inn for single homeless pregnant
women in our community this
Christmas!

Advent Booklets are available on
the table in the Foyer
Please take 1 per family.
Low Gluten Hosts
are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.

Sunday Rosary
At 9:55 before Mass in the chapel
Come join us, everyone is welcome.

IT'S POINSETTIA TIME
Help fill our spirits and sanctuary
with Christmas cheer by purchasing
a poinsettia in memory or honor of
a loved one. $15 each.
Envelopes in the rear of the church.
See Dottie Gallagher or
call 671 0516

Confessions are heard in the
chapel the 4th Sunday of each
month, after Mass at 11:45

Second Collection this week is for
our Capital Improvement Fund.
Offertory Collections
Last Sunday
Regular collection. $3,398.
Pointsettias $255

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for December 8
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72
Romans 15:4-9
Matthew 3:1-12
MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

