December 30, 2018 – Feast of the Holy Family
MASS INTENTIONS

William Basye

The feast of the Holy Family offers the opportunity to reflect on the mystery
of family life. In reality, every family and community share the perplexing,
frustrating, demanding challenge Luke described. Put most simply, Mary and
Joseph faced the difficult discovery that Jesus was not going along with them
every step of the way. It is a real story of a family conflict and is symbolic of
all kinds of relationships.
Every family and community have its share of the challenges summarized
here. We know what it is like when family members do not go along with us
on the journey. When Mary and Joseph confronted Jesus in the Temple, they
confronted the fact that he would have to discover his own path in life. No
matter what they might hope for him, he did not belong to them. The story
reminds us that love is rooted in profound reverence for the mystery
of the other. Such reverence cultivates profound respect for the other’s
mysterious freedom. In that, we learn to desire that the other will become
who they are meant to be rather than what we would have them be.
Hannah and her son Samuel offer an extreme example of this. The
unexpected dimension of Hannah’s longing for a child was that even as she
prayed to become a mother, she promised to give her child to God. Strange as
her example may seem to us today, Hannah saw her son as belonging to God
and God’s plan for the world rather than as her claim to fame or an old-age
insurance policy.
When we take reflection time to celebrate this feast, we can enjoy
contemplating the most important relationships in our lives. Obviously, the
theme of the day is familial love. But the readings direct us to reflect
specifically on how love nurtures each person’s freedom to become ever
more deeply who they are.

Prayer Requests
January Mass Intentions
6th - David Cormier
from Carol & David Brookman
13th - Joseph Tansey
from Pat & Bill Kirsch
20th - Daniel Dupont
from Ed & Nancy Kress
th

27 - Hannah O’Malley
from Sheila & Shawn Dougherty

Ed Kress & Ray Heatherington
preparing for the Offertory

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the altar
before Mass), Greeters,
Lector/Readers, and Altar
Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at
252-249-2404

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Hank Albee
John Barrie
Hugh Donohue
Andrea Eriksen
Baldera
Janice Eckloff
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Nancy Huff
Tony Innocenti
Gert Klingmann

Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl
Richard Mastriano
Randy McCuller
Denyse McGovern
Mike McGovern
Enrique Paula
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Please pray for those who
are sick, shut-in, or
recovering from surgery
and their caregivers this
Christmas Season.

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.

Choir rehearsing before Mass

In observance of New Year’s
Day the Church Office will be
closed Tuesday January 1.

Setting up for Christmas Eve Festivities

The Office will be open
Wednesday January 2 from
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM and
Friday January 4 from 10:00
AM - 2:00 PM
Offertory last Sunday - $1,289.00
Christmas Eve Collection - $1,683.00

**Please take note**
Confessions will be heard in the chapel, on the
4th Sunday of each month, after Mass at 11:45

Any changes to your address,
email or telephone please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for
December 30, 2018
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28
Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are now available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack as well as in the
Church Office.
Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to
NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during
office hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

