December 20, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday: Samantha Motta
Tuesday 12-22 John Frances Grant Jr.

This Sunday we read the story of the angel Gabriel’s announcement to
Mary about the birth of Jesus. This story is found only in Luke’s Gospel.
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, the liturgy shifts our attention from
John the Baptist to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Both John and Mary serve
as important figures for our reflection during the season of Advent; they
both played instrumental roles in preparing the way for Jesus. Last week
we reflected on John the Baptist’s announcement that the Savior was
among us, although not yet recognized. This week we reflect upon Mary’s
example of faith and obedience to God, traits which permitted her to
receive the angel’s message that God’s Son would be born as a human
person, as one of us.
We are familiar with the story of the Annunciation, and it is fitting that
we recall how God announced the birth of Jesus as we make our final
preparations for our celebration of the Incarnation. The angel Gabriel
visited Mary, a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph. Mary greeted the
angel’s news with awe and wonder and asked how it could be possible
that she could give birth to a child. In his reply, the angel Gabriel
announced the seemingly impossible reality: the child to be born would
be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and would be God’s own
Son. The angel reported to Mary another miracle; her relative Elizabeth
was also pregnant despite having been thought to be unable to have a
child. Mary’s response to the angel, which is called her fiat, is an example
of complete faith and obedience to God.
The story of the Annunciation calls to our attention God’s wondrous
action in human history. God chose a human person to give birth to his
Son so that all humanity would know God’s salvation. Mary, already full
of God’s grace, was able to cooperate in this great plan for our salvation.
Thus Jesus was born as one of us, fully human and also fully divine. This
is the mystery we prepare to celebrate at Christmas, the mystery of the
Incarnation. In the model of Mary, we pray that we will be people of faith
who recognize God’s saving plan for us and are able respond with
obedience.

Prayer Requests
Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who
work daily to keep us free and those who
have returned either broken of mind or
body in your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.

Low Gluten Hosts are
available.
Please let an
usher or the
sacristan know
before mass.

At Mass, after praying
the Lord’s Prayer, we
hear “. . . as we await
the blessed hope and
the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.”
This prayer reminds us
that during Advent, we
wait in joy, in hope, and
in anticipation for the
wonderful event we are
about to experience—
the feast of Christmas,
the coming of Christ into
our lives in new ways,
the return of Christ in
glory at the end of time.
As the Church, we wait
during Advent and look
forward to celebrating
the fact that God loves
us so much that he sent
his Son into the world to
save us. This waiting is
far from empty; rather, it
is full of the hope that
God promises us as we
prepare for Christ in the
feast of Christmas.

Dot Banks
John Bishoff
Joshua Bonner
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel
Ray Cancel

Madalene Delgado
Shawn Dougherty
Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Karen Halloway
Dot Hagerman
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Donna Heatherington

Tony Innocenti
Bryan Miles
Nancy Norris
George Pawlikowski
Janine Peterson
James Richardson
Larry Richardson
Pamela Ross
Robert Ross
Michael Sharkey
Shirley Staab
John Valassis
Dennis Vagnone
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name
or the name of a family member added to
the list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed
from the bulletin list will be placed on
the prayer list located in the Chapel.
Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower arrangements
in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a
birthday, anniversary, baptism or special
occasion or church feast. Donations and the
occasion will be noted in the bulletin and
posted in the lobby. Contact the office to
arrange: 249-3687
MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in the Church vestibule
on the literature rack and the Church Office. Please
follow the instructions found with the cards.

Our Holiday Mass Schedule
Christmas Mass this year is at
9 am on Christmas Day
Solemnity Of Mary will be at 4 pm
(New Years Eve)

Office Hours for the week of Dec 20:
Monday, Dec. 21 10:00AM – 2:00PM*
Tuesday, Dec 22
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Wednesday, Dec 23 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Sunday Masses are all at 10:30 am
Santa’s friend and
helper in the
kitchen at St. Peters,
Frances Ordiway,
has had a number of
health issues and is
currently in a Skilled
Nursing Facility with
COVID-19 and is
very lonely due to the shutdown caused by
the pandemic.
Please fill out a Christmas card, so Santa
can deliver some Christmas cheer to
Frances.
Cards are in the Maria Gorretti room.

2020 Saint Peter the Fisherman
Anniversary Mass this Sunday,
December 20, 2020.
to recognized the couples who are
celebrating 5-10-15-20-25-30-35-40-4550-55 etc.
years of marriage in 2020

Wishing all
St. Peter the Fisherman
parishioners a blessed and
Merry Christmas.
Stay safe.
New Missals are available for
pick up ..–take just one per family.
Advent books are also be available

At Mass
Please wear a mask (that covers your
nose and mouth) and remember to sit 6
feet apart. Communion will be brought
to you

Sunday Rosary
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.

Come join us!

Offertory Baskets will be placed in
back of the church for our collections.
Offerings
Sun. Dec.13 Reg.
$2,340
Capital Improvements $ 212

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

We collect aluminum cans
to recycle. This money
goes to the upkeep of our
cemetery. Leave cans in
the kitchen in the can
marked “Aluminum Cans”

December 20, 2020
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,
14a, 16
Psalm 89
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

