December 1, 2019 – First Sunday of Advent
MASS INTENTIONS

Dee Girolamo

If we want Isaiah's message to reach us as he intended, we have to be in
the mood. Isaiah wrote for people in danger of giving up on their dreams
because their experience suggested that the faith of their ancestors no longer
made sense. Maybe God had chosen their people, but obviously, it was only
for a while. Their time had passed. Apparently, the time of the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had passed as well.
What was left? It was time to get real and accept their new world as it was,
not as they wished it would be.
Those are the circumstances in which Isaiah began to speak the word of
the Lord. He saw that his people's imagination had been dulled. Their
prayers, except for their self-pitying laments, were rote recitations that came
from their lips, but had no power to move their anesthetized hearts.
Jesus translated Isaiah's message into his own genre: "Remember the story
of Noah? Things were headed to hell in a handbasket. For some, it was all
about making money, luxury resorts, fast cars and nightclubs. Others went
about their business, assuming that nothing can change the way things are
going." (That's a modern rendition of "eating and drinking and marrying.")
Jesus talked about the unpredictable day when their Lord would come. He
used imagery we call apocalyptic: fantastic ideas about the time when God
would finally bring everything to fulfillment. The underlying premise of the
apocalyptic message is that, by not living up to their vocation, God's people
have made a mess of things, but hope is possible because of who God is.
Today, Pope Francis is using his exhortation to youth, Christus Vivit, to
tell us that this dark moment in the church's history, this time of scandalous
public sin, " 'can truly be an opportunity for a reform of epoch-making
significance,' opening us to a new Pentecost and inaugurating a new stage of
purification and change capable of renewing the Church's youth." Like Isaiah,
Francis tells us that we are in a mess, but this doesn't have to be the end of the
story. Redemption is possible.
Isaiah cried out: "In days to come!" He had no time for looking back. He
was desperate to reawaken his people. His message: "No matter your
lethargy, God is not finished with you. Your exile is a part of your road, not
the end of the story. Readjust your outlook and change your behavior!"
Mary M. McGlone is a Sister of St. Joseph

Prayer Requests
Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces
and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have returned
either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.

Room At The Inn of the
is in need of $25 gift
cards for Target and
Walmart for use as
Christmas gifts for the
mothers in the program.
Cards can be mailed to:
PO Box 13936,
Greensboro, NC 27415
Thank you for helping to
make room at the inn for
single homeless pregnant
women in our community
this Christmas!

Paul Banks
Bette Brown
Mary Cancel
Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Elizabeth Hebert
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin

John Moran
Donna Mannion
Richard Mastriano
Larry Richardson
George Pawlikowski
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert Ross
Tony Scozzafava
Michael Sharkey
Shirley Staab
Sigrid & Jack Walker
Nicholas Ward
George Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name
or the name of a family member added to the
list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed
from the bulletin list, it will be placed on the
prayer list located in the Chapel.

Low Gluten Hosts
are available.
Please let an usher or the
sacristan know before
mass.

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP
Follows Sunday Mass. Join
in for a few minutes of
group prayer for those
needing God’s intersession.

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the alter
before Mass), Ushers and
Alter Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso
at 252-249-2404

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower
arrangements in memory of a loved
one, to celebrate a birthday,
anniversary, baptism, or any special
occasion or church feast. Donations
and the occasion will be noted in the
bulletin and posted in lobby. Contact
the office 249-3687.

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for December 1
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44
MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

