November 4, 2018 – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Mary Alice Harmon

Today’s Gospel tells the unusual story of a nice encounter between
Jesus and a scribe. Whether or not the man started out as a sincere
questioner, he and Jesus hit it off as they exchanged theological
opinions. The man’s question was one of the favorite debate topics of
the day. Related to, but deeper than the wealthy man’s question about
how to inherit eternal life, the scribe wanted a rule of thumb, a
guiding principle that could be used to discern how to act according to
God’s will without recourse to the hundreds of regulations that had
been attached to the commandments.
Jesus replied by quoting their tradition. He cited Deuteronomy 6:4-5
that proclaims the essence of the Jewish tradition in a formula in
which each word contains a world of meaning: “Hear, O Israel! The
Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.”
This one command tells Israel, whose name implies they are the
people who have struggled with God, that their first responsibility is
to hear. They are not called to offer sacrifice, build temples or recite
the psalter, but only to listen to what God will say. Then, they are told
that only God is God. No matter how greatly they esteem their
intelligence, they cannot comprehend God. No matter what shiny
objects, what idols or philosophies, positions of power or desire for
wealth may attract them, there is but one God. That means that there
is but one genuine purpose to their lives and they cannot afford to
consecrate themselves to anything less than their one God.
Additionally, unlike the gods of their neighbors and the faux-divine
Roman emperor, the Lord their God desires nothing other than their
love in return for the love God never stops offering them. For a people
who aspired to be important, this is an immense, humbling
comedown. The great people of God, the city on the hill to which the
nations will turn for wisdom, need only to love God and to remember
that they are not divine.

Prayer Requests
Throughout history in the East
and the West, various cultures
worshipped multiple gods: the
Egyptians, the Greeks, the
Romans, etc. To number them
all, it would count in the
thousands.
Somehow,
civilization devised a god for
all occasions.

Yet, in comparison, the Jews
worshipped one God only. In
today’s
Gospel,
Jesus
declares, “The Lord our God
is Lord alone!” with the
admonition to love the Lord
with all our hearts, souls,
minds and strength. In our
world today, we may worship
other
gods
of
money,
possessions,
power
and
prestige. We may profess one
God, but we still have other
gods of addiction and
distractions that dilute our
faith.

Please keep all of the
men and women in the
armed forces and our allies who work daily
to keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Hank Albee
John Barrie
Hugh Donohue
Andrea Eriksen
Baldera
Janice Eckloff
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Nancy Huff
Tony Innocenti
Gert Klingmann

Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl
Richard Mastriano
Randy McCuller
Denyse McGovern
Mike McGovern
Enrique Paula
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb

Please take note
Confessions will be heard in the
chapel, on the 4th Sunday of each
month, after Mass at 11:45

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans
(prepare the altar before Mass),
Greeters, Lector/Readers, and
Altar Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at
252-249-2404.

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.

Sunday we have the Rosary at
9:55 am in the chapel.
Everyone is invited

WELCOME!
Our parish is a living entity where God
interacts with His people. We welcome you
to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman
Catholic Church, where you will find
warmth and hospitality in a spiritually
nourishing environment. As a registered
parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information and opportunities.
Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions,
please call the church office (252 249 3687)
during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

This Sunday is Food Pantry
Sunday
Please bring an item
of food that is not
perishable or consider
a monetary donation
for those less fortunate.

New Parishioner
Marsha Webster

Offertory last Sunday - $ 1,305
2nd collection (World Mission)
$ 198

RISE
the website for Rise is
MenRiseUp.org

Any changes to your
email, address, telephone
please send the change to
Laura Mitchell at
bklynx2@gmail.com.

Readings for November 4, 2018
Deuteronomy 6:2-6
Psalm 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 12:28b-34

