November 10, 2019 – Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Mary Grodeski

The unabridged story of the Maccabee family (2 Maccabees 7) outshines anything
done by the heroes of Marvel Comics and their malicious adversaries. It seems
incredible that a mother would encourage her seven sons to die rather than taste pork,
but the food was an essential symbol of their religious identity. Their refusal to eat
pork defied their oppressor and expressed a fearless proclamation of their faith in the
God of life.
That kind of faith in the God of life demonstrated that she was far stronger than
the death-dealing king. One of her sons echoed her audacity and conviction by
taunting his tormenter, saying, "Mortal though you are, you have power over human
beings, so you do what you please. But do not think that our nation is forsaken by
God."
Beyond being a saga about heroes, this family's story gives us a glimpse of how
the people of Israel developed their ideas about eternal life based on their
understanding of God's goodness and justice. Because they could not conceive that a
God of justice would allow the innocent to simply suffer and disappear, they knew
there must be eternal restitution for God's faithful who suffer unjustly in this life.
The Sadducees believed that a man lived on only through his descendants. The
legal norm behind their anecdote commanded a man to marry his childless brother's
widow so that their progeny would insure the deceased against the oblivion of death.
These readings offer a moral reflection on relationships and on the meaning of life
itself. Jesus' response to the Sadducees turns their ridiculous example inside out to
proclaim that the life of women and children — of all people — has intrinsic value.
Their inherent dignity and destiny demand that they never be treated as the means to
someone else's goals. The Maccabee family sacrificed their lives to proclaim that
faithfulness to God and integrity are more important than life itself.
These stories invite us to reflect on our life in community and the fact that life is
not about self-aggrandizement or even self-preservation, but about cultivating
reverence for the uniqueness of each member for the good of the whole.
Sometimes, it seems that facing a fiery furnace once and for all is easier than
overcoming the incessant enticements of society's promotion of shallow meaning,
oppressive power, and self-serving relationships. Today, we are invited to reflect on
the great and small things that might threaten our integrity as people of faith.
Once we recognize the challenges we are facing, we can ask for the prayers of the
Maccabees as we try to imitate their courage and conviction.
Mary M. McGlone is a Sister of St. Joseph

Prayer Requests
“For whoever exalts
himself will be
humbled, and the one
who humbles himself
will be exalted." Learn
how to be humble in
your marriage.
Attend a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter
Weekend on
Nov 8-10, 2019 in
ATLANTIC BEACH,
NC. Early sign up is
recommended. For
more information visit
our website at:
https://NCMarriageDis
covery.org
or contact us at
applications@NCMarria
geDiscovery.org or
704-315-2144.

Sign Up
for the
Bake Sale
Sheets are in the lobby.
THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the altar
before Mass), Ushers, and
Altar Servers. Call Carol
Glorioso at 252 249-2404

Our 11th Year
Drop off and Wrapping
on Mon. Nov. 25
Sale on Tues. Nov. 26

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces
and our allies who work daily
to keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Bette Brown
Mary Cancel
Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Elizabeth Hebert
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin

Richard Mastriano
Larry Richardson
George Pawlikowski
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert
Ross
Tony Scozzafava
Michael Sharkey
Shirley Staab
Sigrid & Jack Walker
Nicholas Ward
George Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name
or the name of a family member added to
the list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed
from the bulletin list, it will be placed on the
prayer list located in the Chapel.

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP
Follows Sunday Mass. Join in for a few
minutes of group prayer for those
needing God’s intersession.
Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan know
before mass.

Sunday Rosary
9:55 before Mass in the chapel
Come join us, everyone is welcome.

***Parish Office Closed
The Parish Office will be closed the
week of November 11th for painting,
except for two hours on Wednesday,
Nov. 13 from 10 to Noon.
Normal hours will resume on
Tuesday, November 19th.
Parish Council Elections
Nominations are now being
solicited for next month's Parish Council
elections. If interested in serving your
parish in this capacity, please contact:
Rich Fry (252-249-9863) or Joe Glorioso
(252-249-2404)

Joan Fromms’ last Mass here at St. Peter’s.
Father Tully blessed Joan and we all wished
her safe travels to her new home.

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service
Oriental's Churches will once again
come together to celebrate Thanksgiving
as a community. Please join your friends
and neighbors for this joyful celebration
at 7:00pm on Sunday, November 24th
here at St. Peter's.
Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower arrangements
in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a
birthday, anniversary, baptism, or any special
occasion or church feast. Donations and the
occasion will be noted in the bulletin and
posted in the lobby. Please contact the office
249-3687.
Confessions are on the 4th Sunday of each
month in the chapel, after Mass at 11:45

Second Collection
In conjunction with Veterans
Day, this week's second collection is
for the Archdiocese for the Military
Services, (USA). This archdiocese
provides pastoral services to those
serving in our Armed Forces, their
families and those undergoing
treatment at V.A. Medical Centers.
Offertory Collections
Last Sunday
Regular collection. $4,194.
All Saints Day
$ 311.

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for November 10

2 Maccabees 7:1-2; 9-14
Psalm 17
2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5
Luke 20:27-38

Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting
us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

