January 26, 2020 – Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Rebecca Shannahan

We're living in a time of impending grace. In the U.S., we're standing
between the feast of Martin Luther King and Black History Month. School is
back in session and spring break is not close enough to offer a glimmer of relief
from the slog of winter and its grayness.
Matthew tells us that when Jesus learned of John's arrest, he took up
residence in the northern town of Capernaum, a territory occupied by farmers
and fishers. Matthew calls it the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, reminding his
readers that, obscure as it might seem, it was a part of the promised land, God's
territory. Jesus wasn't seeking a hideout there, but what Pope Francis might call
a prudent starting place.
Then Francis went on to describe prudence as an unsettling virtue. He said
that prudence is not indecisive or defensive, but rather a virtue of discernment.
Prudence opens us to the newness of what God's Spirit is doing. Prudence is a
daring virtue because it continually puts our viewpoints and our comfort at risk.
We might say that prudence is the prophetic virtue Jesus exhibited at the
beginning of his ministry. Prudence is audacious and can be disturbing.
Jesus exhibited prophetic prudence at the beginning of his ministry. Jesus'
prophetic prudence led him to believe that the time was ripe, that God was on
the verge of bringing about a change in everything. Jesus believed that the God
of his Jewish ancestors was weaving together the circumstances necessary for
people to experience possibilities for a life like they had never known before.
Jesus called those possibilities the "kingdom of heaven," and he would spend
the rest of his life showing others what it was like and telling stories about it.
Each Gospel teaches that the kingdom or reign of heaven is characterized by
human well-being and a quality of relationships that mirrors the mutual love of
the Trinity.
Like Jesus who proclaimed, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand,"
Francis proclaims that our spirituality is capable of giving us the "interior
impulse which encourages, motivates, nourishes and gives meaning to our
individual and communal activity."
Our times are calling us to Christian prudence, to discernment that leads to
action on behalf of the kingdom of heaven and the protection of our world. This
is a time of impending grace and we will ignore it at our peril — and that of the
world.
Mary M. McGlone

Prayer Requests
How is it that religious
intent is so easily drawn into
either/or choices that divide
the world into right and wrong,
good and bad, moral and
immoral? Absolutist
positions, like legalistic ones,
end up trapping good people
into positions that preclude
dialogue or compromise. Jesus
refused to be trapped in this
way, nor did he resolve every
moral question, except to say
that love is the most important
law. If we strive to love, love
will find a way.
Low Gluten Hosts are
available.
Please let an usher or the
sacristan know before mass.
CHURCH ACCESS
Are you a parishioner who
would like access to the church to
pray or meditate or need access to
perform a volunteer service for
the parish when the Church is
normally closed, If so, see Geri
during normal business hours and
she will give you a FOB that will
give you access to the Church
from 7:00 am - 7:00 pm every day
of the week.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP

Follows Sunday Mass. Join
in for a few minutes of
group prayer for those
needing God’s intercession.

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the altar
before Mass), Ushers, and
Altar Servers. Please call Carol
Glorioso at 252 249-2404

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces
and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and those who have returned
either broken of mind or body in your weekly
prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Paul Banks
Bette Brown
Mary Cancel
Sheila Flaherty
Dru Foster
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Elizabeth Hebert
Juan Hisada
Tony Innocenti
Betty Mesaros

John Moran
Donna Mannion
Larry Richardson
George Pawlikowski
Peggy Richards
Pamela & Robert Ross
Michael Sharkey
Shirley Staab
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name or
the name of a family member added to the list,
please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed from
the bulletin list, it will be placed on the prayer
list located in the Chapel.
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Bishop Barron's popular series

"Pivotal Players - Part II"
will be offered on
Sat, January 25 - Cardinal Fulton J. Sheen
Time: 9:30 - 11:00 AM -- Parish Hall
Admission is FREE
Each session is independent.

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower arrangements
in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a
birthday, anniversary, baptism, or any special
occasion or church feast. Donations and the
occasion will be noted in the bulletin and
posted in lobby. Contact the office 249-3687.

**PLEASE NOTE DEE NEEDS TWO
MORE VOLUNTEERS TO COOK**
Sign up sheets in lobby

Next Session of
Advanced Care Planning Series
St. Peter the Fisherman WEDNESDAY at
2:00 pm February 12th .

Advance Care Planning Education (ACP)
– What you Need to Know

Valentine Lobster Dinner
Sunday, February 16th
At 2:00 pm
Fresh Lobster (1.5+lb)
Or Fresh Salmon
Sides: baked potato, corn, beans, rolls
Steamed clams are available.
$32 per person – Lobster take out $20
$20 per person – Salmon
Order by Feb 2, pay no later than Feb. 4
Cash or check made out to cash preferred.
(NO checks to St. Peter the Fisherman)

A free series

For REGISTRATION:
Call - Geri LaBreck - (252) 249-3687

Mass Intentions for February
Date
2/2
2/9
2/17

Intention
Walter Mesaros
Michael O’Neill
Walter Mesaros

2/23

Cyndy Paessler

Requested By
Bill & Eileen Miles
Dan & Lynn O’Neill
Sheila & Shawn
Dougherty
Sheila & Shawn
Dougherty

Flowers for February
Date Flowers
2/23 Cyndy Paessler

Requested By
Sheila & Shawn
Dougherty

Second Collection for
Church in Latin America

NEXT Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday
Please be as generous as you can for
those less fortunate.
Thank you. PCFLO
John Bischoff kept his word by having
the statue moved to face the Chapel door
as Fr. Tom had originally requested.
Sunday Rosary
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.

Come join us, everyone is welcome.

Collections Last Sunday
Offertory $ 1,075
Second Collection $ 307

–

Changes to your address,
email or phone # please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for January 26
Isaiah 8:23-9:3
Psalm 27
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
Matthew 4:12-23
MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack and the
Church Office. Please follow
the instructions found with
the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

