January 13, 2019 – The Baptism of the Lord
MASS INTENTIONS

Joseph Tansey

With John as the first act, people must have been expecting a spectacular
follow-up. But our readings present Jesus in a very humble light. Luke can
hardly bear to admit that Jesus joined the crowds who immersed themselves in
John’s message and were baptized by him.
When we contemplate Jesus around the time of his baptism, he is
surprisingly more accessible and easier to imitate than John the Baptist. John
seemed to move without doubts or hesitation. The Gospels tell us nothing
about how he prayed. In contrast, we observe Jesus moving in a rhythm of
action and reflection, as well as preaching and even allowing people like his
mother and the Syrophoenician woman to adjust his course of action.
The evangelists tell us that he took time to pray and would go off by
himself for longer periods of communing with God before key events in his
life. Although Jesus went to John for baptism, his commitment and course of
action flowed from his prayerful encounters with the Father. Jesus was the
model of Ignatius of Loyola’s ideal of a contemplative in action. He prayed
about how he should act and acted on what he heard in prayer.
What can we take away from today’s celebration of the Baptism of the Lord?
First, we can celebrate the reality that our baptism links us to Christ and to all
who have gone before us in faith. At a time when legal papers have become so
important for determining status, we can claim our baptismal certificate as our
principal identity card. It tells us to whom we belong and to what we are
called.
Jesus’ response to his baptism reminds us that the ceremony is but one tiny
moment, the meaning of which is determined by how we live it out. Observing
him, we realize that baptism does not give us a status but a mission. To
discern that mission, we too must pray and listen to the Scriptures.
God will continue to send vibrant characters like John to remind us of the
Spirit’s fire. After those prophets wake us up, we will be called to prayer as
was Jesus. Then, like Jesus, the first message we will hear is that we too are
God’s beloved. That love will then send us into the mission that only we can
accomplish in our own day.

Prayer Requests
The
dove
had
many
scriptural roots for those
who witnessed the Holy
Spirit descending like a dove
upon Jesus after his baptism.
In their Hebrew tradition,
doves had been used to
represent sacred concepts
like Israel, atoning sacrifice,
suffering, a divine sign,
peace, new life and the Spirit
of
God.
The
dove’s
appearance at Jesus’ baptism
was a proclamation for these
witnesses that their hopes for
peace were realized in Jesus
and that the Holy Spirit was
indicating a new stage in
Jesus’ ministry. As faith
continued to evolve, the
second-century theologian
Clement of Alexandria urged
early Christians to use the
dove to identify themselves
to each other as loving
followers of Christ.
What parallels can we draw
between our baptismal call
and the dove as a universal
symbol
of
peace,
empowerment and love?
Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Hank Albee
John Barrie
Hugh Donohue
Andrea Eriksen
Baldera
Janice Eckloff
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Nancy Huff
Tony Innocenti
Gert Klingmann

Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl
Richard Mastriano
Randy McCuller
Denyse McGovern
Mike McGovern
Enrique Paula
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

Sunday we have the
Rosary at 9:55 am in the
chapel.
Everyone is welcome to
join us.
Parish Council Meeting this
Wednesday, Jan. 16 @ 7 pm
The agenda can be found on
our website under Parish Info.
Everyone is welcome to attend
these meetings.

Martha’s Circle is a ministry formed to
help fellow parishioners during illness or
following surgery with meals, grocery
shopping, rides to appointments; doctors,
PT, etc.
If you, or if you know of anyone who,
could use this help please let us know.
Evelyn Scozzafava - scozza@live.com –
249-3903

Happy Birthday Dan
on your 89th Birthday

Health Advocate Joins Prime Time
Prime Time is proud to announce that
Brenda Milos, RN has joined the team as
the Health Advocate. As the Health
Advocate, Brenda is available to assist
individuals with health counseling relating
to physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing.You may reach her by calling the
Prime Time Health Advocate telephone @
252.675.0981 or by emailing
healthadvocate@primetimepamlico.org.
Please leave a detailed message with your
name and number, so she can assist
you. As always, please call 911 if you
have a medical emergency.

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the altar before
Mass), Greeters, Lector/Readers, and
Altar Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at
252-249-2404

Second Collection this
Sunday is for our
Capital Improvement Fund
Offertory last Sunday - $2,157.00

**Please take note**
Confessions will be heard in the chapel, on
the 4th Sunday of each month,
after Mass at 11:45

Any changes to your address,
email or telephone please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for
January 13, 2019
Is 42:1-4, 6-7
Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10
Acts 10: 34-38
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are now available
in the Church vestibule on
the literature rack as well as
in the Church Office.
Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to
NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during
office hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

