December 23, 2018 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
MASS INTENTIONS

Anne Speas

Preparing for Christmas

by Mary McGlone

The reading from the Letter to the Hebrews comes between Micah’s
prediction that a savior will come from the little town of Bethlehem
and Luke’s story of the meeting between the two expectant mothers,
Mary and Elizabeth.
These three readings communicate an element of the unexpected: A
long tradition of sacrifice is demoted as a religious practice; Jerusalem
is skipped over and a nowhere town is hailed as the place that will
provide the savior; and women become the major actors in the story
of the beginnings of the new covenant. The divine planners’ Christmas
surprise had a variety of dimensions!
After we have allowed our imaginations to wander through the
scenes Hebrews and the other readings set for us, we can ask what it
all tells us about our own celebration of Christmas 2,000 or so years
after the first one? Our psalm response this Sunday is “Lord, make us
turn to you, show us your face and we shall be saved.” That may
provide the key to the question of how to prepare for another
celebration of the Nativity of the Lord. It is one thing to look at the
crèche set, to sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” or to picture the
scene of joy as Mary and Elizabeth meet, but the point of it is to ask
what they show us about Emmanuel today. Pope Francis echoes
Hebrews’ message when he calls us to say “a firm and clear no to
violence” (www.cruxnow.com/vatican/2018/02/02/).
The story of Bethlehem reminds us that God approaches us through
the seemingly most insignificant. Elizabeth’s song and blessing of
Mary and their parallel pregnancies remind us that we are created for
joy and that we will find it to the extent that we join Mary and her son
in saying “Behold, I come to do your will.”

Prayer Requests
ACT OF SPIRITUAL
COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You
are present in the most
Blessed Sacrament. I love You
above all things and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since
I cannot now receive You
sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You have
already come, and unite
myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated
from You. Amen. I am not
worthy that You should enter
under my roof, but only say
the word and my soul shall be
healed.

Please pray for those who
are sick, shut-in, or
recovering from surgery
and their caregivers this
Christmas Season.

THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans (prepare the altar
before Mass), Greeters,
Lector/Readers, and Altar
Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at
252-249-2404

Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed
forces and our allies who work daily to
keep us free and for those who have
returned either broken of mind or body in
your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Hank Albee
John Barrie
Hugh Donohue
Andrea Eriksen
Baldera
Janice Eckloff
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada
Nancy Huff
Tony Innocenti
Gert Klingmann

Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Scott Lovendahl
Richard Mastriano
Randy McCuller
Denyse McGovern
Mike McGovern
Enrique Paula
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward
Georgia Mae Webb
Lorraine Weeks

In observance of Christmas
the Church Office will be closed
Tuesday December 25 &
Wednesday December 26.
The Office will be open
Thursday December 27 from
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM and
Friday December 28 from
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM.
Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan
know before mass.

Christmas Eve Mass Monday,
December 24th at 5 pm.
There will be appetizers with wine & beer
after Christmas Eve Mass

Our new Parish Council Members –

Dennis Humenik

Christmas Schedule at St Paul
Masses begin on Christmas Eve at
4 pm for Children
Also, Masses are offered at 6 pm and 10 pm
in English.
(Ofrecemos también una misa en español a
las 8 pm)
Christmas Morning Mass is at
10 am “Hark, the herald Angels sing, Glory
to the New Born King!”

**Please take note**
Confessions will be heard in the chapel, on the
4th Sunday of each month, after Mass at 11:45

Paula Valinoti, Ed Kress and Natasha
Jones
Offertory last Sunday - $ 2083

Any changes to your address,
email or telephone please call
Geri at the Church Office at
252-249-3687 or email:
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Readings for
December 23, 2018
Micah 5:1-4a
Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16,
18-19
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are now available in
the Church vestibule on the
literature rack as well as in the
Church Office.
Please follow the instructions
found with the cards.

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome
you to register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth
and hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be
kept abreast of current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to
NC Catholic, the Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table
in the lobby. If you have any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during
office hours. If you are visiting us today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

