August 12, 2018 – Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS

Helen & Louise Klein

Nowhere will you find the suggestion that you pray like Elijah does in today’s first
reading. He was basically telling God, “Enough! I’ve had it! Just let me lie down and die!
Here and now!”
The fact that spiritual tomes don’t copy that prayer for us to memorize or create hymns
from it doesn’t diminish the crystal quality of its honesty or the witness it bears to the
profound relationship Elijah maintained with the God who had called him into a life of
prophecy. When we find the “Thy will be done,” of the Lord’s Prayer too hard to pray,
perhaps we can echo Elijah’s cry and trust that God hears that prayer with compassion.
After praying, Elijah lay down, perhaps hoping never to awaken. But God’s lovers don’t
get off so easily. Elijah had hardly gotten into deep sleep before God’s messenger shook
him awake and told him to eat. When Elijah tried to return to the sleep of the just, the angel
told him to finish off the provisions God had sent because he needed energy for the road
ahead. That long road would first take Elijah to Mount Horeb where God would appear to
him. Later, it led him to where he would anoint Elisha as his successor and finally to where
he would be carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:11). According to the story,
the one thing God did not do for Elijah was allow him to die.
Elijah’s story seems to teach that God listens to the prayers of the beloved and answers
by beckoning them toward all that life can offer. This is the message Jesus tried to convey
to his companions as he described himself as the bread that comes from heaven. According
to Jesus, the bread from heaven was God’s offer of life more abundant than they could
imagine. The people who murmured, denigrating him as nothing more than the son of their
neighbors, were prisoners of their own measly expectations. They wouldn’t fathom the idea
that God could work through one of them — much less that their small lives could ever be
worth stretching into eternity. Their refusal to accept Jesus as coming from God betrayed
their lack of faith in the value and potential of their own lives and consequently their lack
of faith in the God who formed them as a people in the divine image.
Jesus told his people that no one could come to him unless drawn by the Father. He
wanted them to realize that the only way to understand him was to allow themselves to be
in touch with their deepest human longings, the dimension of themselves which yearns for
and leads to God. St. Augustine prayed in gratitude for this capacity to be open to God with
the words, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in
you.” Jesus’ call to those who would hear him was the most open invitation he could make.
In effect he was saying, “Allow yourselves to be in touch with God’s spirit within you and
you will realize that I am offering you living bread, my very life which brings eternal life to
the world.” The Scriptures we hear this week try to awaken us to what God is offering us.
Elijah is here to lead us in the kind of sincere prayer that makes us vulnerable to God’s
unlimited offers.

Each Friday, August 3–
September 28, answer the U.S.
bishops’ call to pray and fast
that a change in the U.S.
Supreme Court will move our
nation closer to the day when
every human being is protected
in law and welcomed in life.
Join at www.usccb.org/pray!
DYNAMIC CATHOLIC
EVENT
"Find Your Greatness"
October 13, 2018,
9:00a.m. - 1:30p.m.
St. Peter Catholic Church,
Greenville, NC
Four habits that will transform
your life. This half day event
will introduce you to four
simple habits that will help you
reach your full potential. Based
on Matthew Kelly's book The
Four Signs of a Dynamic
Catholic. $25 per person.
FREE EVENT BAG!
Includes Dynamic Catholic
resources valued over $30!
Purchase tickets online at
DynamicCatholic.com or call
859-980-7900. Also available at
St. Peter Parish Office, 252-7573259.
THERE IS A NEED FOR
Sacristans
(prepare the altar before Mass),
Greeters, Lector/Readers, and
Altar Servers.
Please call Carol Glorioso at
252-249-2404.

Prayer Requests

Please keep all of the
men and women in the
armed forces and our allies who work
daily to keep us free and for those who
have returned either broken of mind or
body in your weekly prayers.

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners,
relatives and friends in your prayers
throughout this week.
Hank Albee
Christopher Cordes
Hugh Donohue
Andrea Eriksen
Baldera
Janice Eckloff
Teri Ferris
Sheila Flaherty
Susan Fromm
Karen Halloway
Eddie Harmon
Juan Hisada
Nancy Huff
Tony Innocenti

Fred Karl
Gert Klingmann
Jason LeBrun
Harry Levin
Richard Mastriano
Randy McCuller
Denyse McGovern
Mike McGovern
Peggy Richards
Robert Ross
Eleanor Taylor
Charles Toler
Velma Toler
Nicholas Ward

Please take note
Confessions will be heard in the
chapel, on the 4th Sunday of
each month, after Mass at 11:45
Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the
sacristan know before mass.
Sunday we have the Rosary at
9:55 am in the chapel.
Everyone is invited

e

WELCOME
Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His
people. We welcome you to register with Saint Peter the
Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and
hospitality in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a
registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of current
information and opportunities’. Registration forms can be
found on the table in the lobby.
If you have any questions, please call the church office (252
249 3687) during office hours. If you are visiting us today,
please introduce yourself after Mass!

Olivia Mara Day on her Baptism with
Parents Caitlin & Gregory Day and
four Godparents.

Wednesday August 15th is the Feast of the
Assumption. Mass will be celebrated at
St. Peter the Fisherman at 6 p.m.
Bishop Robert Barron’s Series titled
“Catholicism”
The next session (#10) of Bishop Robert Barron’s Series
titled “Catholicism” will be on Monday, August 13 at 6:30
PM. This session focuses on The End Times and is titled
“World Without End”. The session will explore the
Church’s conviction that life here and now is preparation
for an extraordinary world that is yet to come – a
supernatural destiny. Bishop Barron presents the Catholic
vision of death, judgment, heaven, hell and purgatory as he
journeys to Florence, Ireland and Rome. The vision of the
Church sees beyond this world and invites us to consider a
world without end. Bishop Barron shows how this vision is
supported by the mystery and truth of the Resurrection of
Jesus.
The session is 90 minutes long and refreshments will be
served. Everyone is welcome to attend - even if you have
not attended any previous sessions. Advanced hand-outs
for Monday’s session are in the office and will be available
at this Sunday’s 10:30 AM Mass for those who will be
attending.
These sessions will conclude next week, August 20, with
the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by a
group “wrap meeting” and social. If you would have any
questions, please contact Deacon Jim at
DeaconJim@spccnb.org.

Grandson Matthew Day
Bishop Barron has announced that the ENTIRE
series on Catholicism will be made available
online for 10 days beginning on August 7 to 17th
and it will be FREE!!! Just go to this website:
catholicismseries.com/share and click on box for
“Get Your FREE 10-Day Pass” – enter your
email address for your pass and instructions.
Those of you who may have missed a class-or
want to go back and see a particular chapter
again-all chapters are free for 10 days!
Second collection is for Capital improvements.
Offertory: Sunday August 9 – $3508

Any changes to your
email, address,
telephone (if you have
eliminated your land line)
please send the change
to Laura Mitchell at
bklynx2@gmail.com.

Readings for August 12, 2018
1 Kings 19:4-8
Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
Ephesians 4:30—5:2
John 6:41-51

